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Advisory	 Board,	 comprised	 of	 just	 four	
ASME	members	(C&EN’s	advisory	board	has	
29	members)	provides	what	Falcioni	called	














establishment	 of	 the	 advisory	 board,	which	













Mechanical Engineering’s	 digital	 edition	 is	
open	only	to	ASME	members;	libraries	have	
to	digitize	the	print	edition.


















(he	was	 another	 of	Hitler’s	 unwitting	 gifts	
to	America)	and	co-founder	of	Interscience,	
which	merged	with	Wiley	 in	 1962.	 	 Inter-
science	published	the	great,	valuable	polymer	





The Scholarly Publishing Scene
from page 51
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Random Ramblings — Rational 

















profits	 have	 reduced	wages,	 an	 extremely	
rational,	 if	 heartless,	 decision.	 	The	 global	
consequence,	however,	is	an	underperforming	















ation.	 	 I	won’t	 even	 say	 anything	 about	 the	
negative	consequences	 for	 the	 economies	of	
the	developed	world	from	couples	not	having	
expensive	children.
Hiring the Best Faculty Candidate
Most	 search	 committees	work	 hard	 to	
find	 the	 best	 faculty	 candidate	 to	 hire.	 	The	
days	 are	 long	 gone	when	middling	 schools	
didn’t	interview	graduates	of	elite	institutions	
because	these	candidates	wouldn’t	accept	the	































library	 funding	 has	 been	 spread	 out	 over	 a	
greater	number	of	potential	subscriptions.	
Increased Standards for Faculty  
Tenure and Promotion






































firm,	 libraries	may	 find	 themselves	 losing	














supply	 but	where	 it	 can’t	make	 a	 profit	 by	
claiming	 that	 these	 items	 are	 not	 available.	


































has	 also	 created	 pressure	 on	
university	 presses,	 scholarly	
societies,	 and	 small	 indepen-
dent	publishers	to	merge	with	
the	larger	publishers	with	big	







last.	 	 I	 completely	agree	with	Rick Ander-
son that	 a	 library	 has	 no	 obligation	 to	 buy	
any	 book,	 including	 one	 from	 a	 prominent	
university	press,	 that	doesn’t	have	 immedi-




















f rom	 now	 when	
someone	does	want	
it.	 	 It	 might	 even	






es.	 	 If	 the	universi-













research	will	 remain	 valid	 for	 decades.	 	 In	
universities	where	a	tenure	book	is	required,	
faculty	with	niche	research	interests	will	be	
less	 likely	 to	 be	 hired	 or	 to	 receive	 tenure.	





the	 scope	 of	 future	
scholarship.
Other	 pushbacks	
less	 favorable	 to	 li-
braries	are	also	pos-
sible.	 	 Some	 com-
mentators	 suggest	
that	 university	 presses	 raise	 their	 prices.	
Some	presses	manage	to	stay	in	business	by	
publishing	esoteric	scholarship	at	high	prices	






































the	world	works	 and	 the	 rationality	 behind	
some	irrational	consequences.		
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